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Continental Congres but never
erected

When in 184 the people began to
build Washington Monument the
engineers despaired of securing on the
proper site a foundation sufficient for
so great a structure and
the Monument was located out of all
relations with the buildings which it
was intended to tie together in a single
composition To create these rela-
tions as originally planned was of
the chief problems of the commission

KiteShaped Figure
By inclusion of the space between

Pennsylvania avenue and York
avenue beyond Seventeenth street
on the north and Maryland avenue
and the Potomac river on the south
the new composition becomes a sym
metrical polygonal or kiteshaped
figure dissected from east to west by
the axis of the Capitol and from Borth
to south by the White House axis
Regarding the Monument as th cen-
ter the Capitol a the base and
White House as the extremity of one
arm of a Latin crows we lave at th
head of the composition OB banks

the Potomac a memorial site of the
greatest possible dignity with a sec-
ond and only lees commanding site
at the extremity of second arm

So extensive a composition and
one containing such important ele
ments does not exist elsewhere n4
it is essential that plan for Its
treatment shall combine simplicity
with dignity

In mall system Union Square
was designed as an important part
Let the commission again explain k

On western side of Capitol
grounds where Pennsylvania and
Maryland avenues converge the 1Kn
rant plan a public walk through
which carriages may ascend to the
upper square of the Federal House
Having restored the true north and
south line of the Capitol grounds it
is proposed to treat the space now

by the Botanic Garden as
thoroughfare so enriched with

parterres of rreen as to form an
connection between the Capitol

and the Mall

Suggest Decorations
The exceptional opportunities for

monumental treatment offered by the
commanding location of thi area
leads the commission to suggest that
the chief decoration of this square
and that associated with the Grant
Monument shall be the figures of his
two great lieutenants Sherman and
Sheridan standln independently yet
so as to form a single composition

The placing of defenders of the
union at this great pulnt ot the eon
virgence doubly justices the same or
Union Square

Brilliantly illuminated embelHbiwd
with fountains and commanded by
terraces this square would compare
favorably in both extent sail treat-
ment with the Place de la Concorde in

The original plan for the three eques-
trian statues of the generals K shown
in the Park Commissions model of
Union Square was uiw ntly
changed The memorial accepted
work of Henry Merwin will
occupy practically same in
the square It is 250 feet In
and forty feet wide Itutas into UK
scheme in a peculiarly adaptable man

Called to Confer
Representative Tawney c Mfnn

recently expressed hiiiMtlf u tte
effect that the Park Commission had
no official standing Tbh is true act-
ually but fine the labors of the eom
mission were completed when theirreport was submitted to
the President or the War Department
has called the gentleman composing It
Into whenever there was a
question as to location of a great
public building within the bonwte of
the covered In their plftno The
result hs been that the new
Museum building the n w bulMing fw
the Department of Agriculture and
the proposed buttdlne for the Huron u
of American Republic have all bees
placed according to their suggostton
and their relation to the wile
scheme

The personnel of the Part Com-
mission to of the highest order Sea
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star tribute to and
their services In eowMetfon with the
plans for the improvement of
mgtOR bespeaks the appreciation also
of the nation He says

On March la lilt the subcommit-
tee of the District Committee having
the matter in charge met the ropr e-

sentutlves of the American Institute of
Architects and agreed to the proposi-
tion of the latter that Dr Dante H
Burjiham f Chicago and Fred-
erick Law Olmstead jr of Brook
line Mass be employed a experts
with the power to add to their num-
ber These gentlemen accepted

and subsequently
Charles F McKim and Vttgustii
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St Gaudenc of Yprk etty w-

art them in the jK p ratt0nv oC
piano eommtuaa eenslders Itself
most fortunat IH ha ng soaured
services of men who had won
very highest places in their several
professions

tt

Aided Chicago Fair
As director of works at the Worlds

Columbian Bxooltfon held in th
city of Chicago in 186SMr Burnimra
was instrumental in securing the
adoption of a scheme of construction
which placed that exhibition in the
very front rank of international ex
r ositkns and by the display of
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x cuilv abihtr he brought
and maintained the coo m
lion of the architects and artiste who
then and there gave to America Mrt
both a new direction and tr me ou
impetus

AM architect of the Baton link
lie L4ht ry the RJiod caf
toM new buildlnp and cc
Harvard UnivecsHy and the other
structures of monumetflnl character
Mr McKim is recognised in his profecj-
Moa as without a amona
American architects bit work being X
especially notable for
directives and scholarly qualities

Mr St Gaartonr by common con
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